SNOHOMISH COUNTY VOLUNTEER SEARCH & RESCUE K9’S

MEMBER PROTOCOLS & TRAINING GUIDELINES


URBAN TRAILING MISSION PACK ADDENDUM


The Urban Trailing Mission Pack (see Packcheck List) is first and foremost necessary for the safety of the K9 team and, on a voluntary and discretionary basis, a resource for lost subjects. It is also an aid for conditioning and for some handlers may serve as a ‘cue’ for the dog (like putting on the search vest, bell, or harness) that it is time to work. Many handlers will decide to wear their full pack at all times when working with their K9. Others will use other means of conditioning and ‘cueing’.

When the Full Urban Trailing Mission Pack is required:

1. Brought to all ‘Official’ Snohomish County DEM Trainings, in order to leave base.

2. Brought to all King County Search Dog Trainings

3. Brought to all urban missions
4. Worn by all subjects, followers, and handlers @ ‘Official’ DEM Trainings on all trails longer than ½ a mile.
5. On wilderness trailing missions, handlers are required to carry their full unit required pack containing the “10 Essentials”. 
When the Full Urban Trailing Mission Pack is optional:
1. At ‘unofficial’ workouts

2. When doing ‘runaways’  
The full Urban Trailing Mission Pack is strongly recommended in trainings as a habit and for conditioning. However, in the ‘optional’ situations above it is up to the handler’s discretion to reduce the gear appropriately, (for example, always a good idea to have water, raingear, dog reward, sufficient warmth, etc.)
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